Xu Fengxia, is a leading player of guzheng and sanxian and a singer. She is a pioneer in combining Chinese music with improvisation and jazz. Born in Shanghai she began to play Chinese string instruments when she was 7 years old. Because of her exceptional talent she was accepted to study at the renowned ，Shanghai Conservatory. Xu Fengxia learnt the "Guzheng", "Sanxian", "Guqin" and "Liuqin", which means that she played solo concerts with traditional Chinese music on four different instruments. She was invited to give solo recitals in Beijing and Singapore. After she had graduated she joined the famous Shanghai Orchestra for Traditional Chinese Music. As a "sanxian" soloist of this orchestra she toured Germany .as early as 1987. In the meanwhile Xu Fengxia also got involved in rock music when she played the guitar in Shanghai`s first Lady rockband. She played the sanxian solo part in an orchestra for sanxian and symphony orchestra in 1986,After having moved to Germany in 1991 Xu Fengxia began to discover new musical ideas and material. She started a second career as an improvising musician and a third career as a soloist in contemporary classical music. A main influence for her was the cooperation with the late Peter Kowald, world famous bass player and improvising artist. Xu Fengxia, Peter Kowald and Gunda Gottschalk were the core-group of an ensemble called  "Global Village". Global Village played many festivals all over the world and worked with various guests (Sainko Naymtchilak, Jeanne Lee, , Le Quan Ninh, Otomo Yoshilde....).Xu Fengxia developed her own personal style: a mixture of everything from traditional sounds all over the world to more abstract and avantgarde material. She mainly uses the 21-string "guzheng" in concerts and has started to use her beautiful voice in many contexts. Jazz- or improvising musicians she works with are: Joe Fonda, Hamid Drake, Baby Sommer, Peter Brötzmann, Lucas Niggli,   Le Quan Ninh, Johannes Bauer, Wilbert de Joode and many more. Xu Fengxia played contemporary compositions with some renowned European,orchestras (orchestra of Bavarian Radio, Ensemble Recherche, Nieuw Ensemble Amsterdam, Neue Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, Brandenburg Symphony Orchestra) )She performed in nearly each European country, in the US and Canada and in many Asian countries. 

More recently Xu Fengxia developed her own projects with new compositions or adaptations of older Chinese music. Some of them are:

2011-2013: Cooperation with the Suzhou Orchestra of Chinese Music and the Indigo string quartet. Concerts and workshops in China and Germany. Performing own concepts and compositions and traditional music.

2012- now: duet "Mondsüchtig" with Bavarian cither professor Georg Glasl. Repertoire consists of new compositions, improvisations and some tradional Bavarian and Chinese music. Performance at the Beijing Contemporary Music Festival 2015.

2013- now: Shangyin Trio with Jan Klare (reeds) and Dirk-Peter Kölsch (drums) performing compositions and adaptations written by Xu Fengxia. This project is closer to Jazz and Rock with many song-style structures.

2012- now: East-West trio/ East-West Collective with musicians from France and the US focusing on the art of improvisation as a form of spontaneous composition. 

In 2013 she was featured as a soloist in the concerto "Hak Qin" by Chong Kee Yong with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. 

2017 soloist in the orchestra for Guzheng and orchestra by Tan Dun

Xu Fengxia was honoured with the"Essen Jazz Pot", a German award given to performers and composers in the field of contemporary jazz

music.

She recorded more than 30 Cds.

